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see sleepy hearers in our warm houses and cushioned pews ; 
but the presence of an officer, watching every involuntary nod 
and drooping eyelid, and dealing punishment upon offenders, 
would excite any thing but sober attention. 

One omission we noticed with surprise. In a town more 
remarkable for the sober good sense and unostentatious manners 
of its inhabitants, than for their taste in the fine arts, the dis- 
covery of an undoubted genius is a remarkable event, and 
deserving of record. Miss Quiner of Beverly, with proper 
patronage and advantages, would take no mean rank among 
American artists. Without instruction or cultivation of any sort, 
her talent for modelling in clay has already attracted much 
notice. 

The engravings, we understand, are, some or all of them, 
from drawings by an untaught artist in Upper Beverly. They 
are an ornament to the book, though the views of the town are 
taken from points which do not present it under a familiar 
aspect, and the likeness is not immediately recognized. 



2. — 1. A Muck Manual, for Farmers. By Samuel L. Dana. 
Second Edition with Additions. Lowell : Bixby & 
Whitney. 1843. 32mo. pp. 232. 
2. An Essay on Calcareous Manures. By Edmund 
Ruffin. Third Edition. Petersburg : Printed for the 
Author. 1842. 8vo. pp. 316. 

Great improvements have been made of late years in the 
application of science to the arts, and for other useful purposes, 
and in no department have the beneficial results of such an ap- 
plication been more manifest than in that of agriculture. People 
are willing to undergo the labor of making themselves acquainted 
with new views and facts promulgated by scientific men, and to 
incur the expense of reducing them to experiment, when the 
advantages from a successful trial will be tangible, and the re- 
sults immediate. Hence comes the eagerness with which Dr. 
Licbig's recent publications have been received in this country, 
as evinced by the rapid sale of large editions. Not all the per- 
sons who buy them are capable of judging of their scientific 
merits, nor is it necessary that they should be. A practical test 
is at hand, which any one can apply. A trial soon determines 
the worth of the reputed discovery, or novel application of prin- 
ciples formerly known, and if the expected results follow, it 
matters not if the reasoning be unsound, and the data, which 
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form the premises, be hastily put together and insufficient. The 
inquirer may have hit upon the truth by accident. 

It is a good proof, therefore, of the value of such works, that 
the sale of them is continued and extensive. Tried by this rule, 
the two publications before us must possess considerable merit. 
Dr. Dana's Manual has passed to a second edition, and the Trus- 
tees of the " Massachusetts Society for Promoting Agriculture " 
have purchased one hundred copies of it for immediate distri- 
bution. Mr. Ruffin's Essay, an octavo of three hundred closely 
printed pages, has reached the third edition. These facts afford 
a strong presumption in favor of the two books ; for they are 
purchased, of course, only by practical men, who have found it 
to their advantage to apply the principles contained in them to 
the details of agriculture. " In the few years," says Mr. Ruffin, 
" which have passed since the issue of the preceding edition, it 
is believed that the use of marl and lime in lower Virginia has 
been extended over thrice as much land as had been previously 
thus improved ; and the previous clear income of the farmers 
thus fertilizing their lands has been already increased " — to an 
amount that we dare not mention, lest we should be suspected 
of practising on the credulity of our readers. Dr. Dana ex- 
presses his " obligations to the editors of the different agricultu- 
ral newspapers for the favorable opinion they have, as far as the 
author knows, universally expressed of this volume." 

If our readers think that the merits of these treatises are here 
tried by a new and rather unsafe criterion, we can only plead in 
excuse our inability to judge of them in any other way. We 
frankly confess our ignorance of the rather unsavory subject 
which these writers discuss, and we feel no desire to have any 
nearer acquaintance with it. But what then ? Dr. Dana inti- 
mates that he knows very little about farming, and that his "ag- 
ricultural reading has been very limited" ; and Mr. Ruffin says, 
that he has "but small pretensions to the character of a good 
farmer." Now, if authors may write books upon subjects of 
which they know little, reviewers, who know less, may surely 
be permitted to notice their publications. The farmers are the 
only persons whose opinion on the subject is worth having, and, 
as they seem to have expressed a favorable judgment, no great 
courage is required to enable any one to indorse their recom- 
mendation. 



